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Cardinal Carter presents
Dance-o-logy homage to the '80s

By Par Bailey

Lt was a decsde of hig hair. nean tashicen and the immoduc-
tiodt & BATY 1o the music scene.

And last week, Dec, 2«8, dsneers from Candinzl Carter
Secondary School taok ko he stege i four sold-out perfar-
mances, and paid homage te the "8 and some of it oul-
standing musicians of the decade

[t was the L4th presentation of “Dance-g-logy’. a per-
formance inttedueed by teacher Maggy Sonoskl vearns aga,
with the encoursgement and support of then vicesprincipal
Theresa Georges, in an atempt 1o boost the program and
shiowease the talent within the schoal.

Burt Somaski, whi's been working on the show simse July,
has always belisved the onstage performance helps the dane-
ers develop selfeconfidence, while leaming fhe slements aff
dance and ehoreography.

“Bul more imporantty,” said Sonoski, “my wish is that
they Jemrn thal with determination, focus and drive, good
things can happen.”

"Ml ondy wene they engaging therr bodies in damoee and
phwvsical activity, they were alen snpmyging thear fands 10
cther discaplines such 25 hiswory, o, eagrapln, SEOMCTY,
problzm solveng and social stadies,” she sdded

Mespite the overvhelming ameunt of wark irvolved, 30-
noski sgid she Geels 11's important 1o continue the show, 0o
give other students, prospective students and the communigy
a taste of whal & learned in elags and what s possible 1o
achicve by working together and cemmting their fime and
energy o this anmml peclormance

Seaoski can't belisve how muck the production has
wrown over the vears. With 134 dancers involved, including
her own studenis, dance reams fram Carter’s feeder schools
(ueen of Peace, 5t Lowis and 51 Jobn de Brebeud). the
Cardinal Caner Explonng the Ars class and the Cardinal
Carter Adult Commumity Dance Troupe, Somoski is of the
beli=f it's imporsant to share har passton for dance.

‘Buttin &= tha Rtz left Dimitia Liouss and right Kelsey

Members of (ke sanbar dance class ke ta tha stage 1o perlamm  Masquerade!
Phantam af the Opers’ 61 Candinal Carter's preseniation of ' Dance-o-logy’.

dasce leam, inolidmyg Hake Cpasie and Gabriells
performing 4 ‘Princs Madiey'.

“Wa imclude the feader scheols o share aur passion for movement,” she sad, “We are
honored 2 be able 1o share our talerms and gifis with the young ones 5o that they tao can b
a part of our Carter dance family.”

But she said this wouldn't be pessible without the dedication of her students. She said in
erdier 1o pull this off, her shadents have been practicing in their daily classes, as well as two
exira prachees 3 week since Seplember

“[ur dance team students also go out to feeder schools twice wweek to leach the various
elements of darce, clioreograpity and performance they have learned in class” she said.

“| enjoy The students very much, its an hooor w wodk with such gifted, rlented and dedi-
cated vauth,” sbe added. “Thev are humgry 10 learn and engage their minds and bedees in the
beautifil art Form that 15 dance.

The resalt? Faur sald=out performancss.

This vear's theme, *Totally "8ia", featared a wids vanety of dance from Iyrical to hip hop,
ard feaured some tap musée from che "80s — including Michael Jacksor, Madonna, Deve,
Elron John, Prince and Guns I Rooses

The reasoen For the 805 theme, said Somaski, “This year [ wanted to educiie the audience
anil Eancers on the decade ™

More importantly, “hy hope is that the pudience ool only las & chance 1o ses what | feach
in the dance racm, hut alie 1o be inspived by these voung students ™

“They truly inspire me.” said the prowd teacher and choreographer. “Their zesL, synergy.
Cathelic values and deducation 15 admarable ™

- al!l.lrt

Blanca Eighomeni protreys Marbm Monree, &5
she damces to ‘Candles In the Wind' at last wesk's
‘Dance-o-logy” perfarmance ot Cardinal Cariar.

Jacg
al ‘Evary Breath You Take'.
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Wi I, left Melissa Gebraal and right Dimitria Lioves.

il iree Kamgie, I:IIr|1I'Ir|l. Liowvas and I.Imrl Piroli, members

of the Cardinal Carler dance team, perform their interpretation

Euirn, Seiena Spano and Giullana Fornore.
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Rotary Club
surprises Cardinal
Carter Cougars
Robotics team with
$2,000 donation

“To transform our culture by ereating a world
where science and technology are celebrated
and where young people dream of becoming sci-
ence and technology leaders.™ - FIRST

The Leamington Rotary Club recently visited
Cardinal Canter Secondary School with a sur-
prise donation of $2.000 for the Cougar Robo-
ics 4923 team.

The club supports Cougar Robolics' mis-
sion to mspire young people to be scicnce and
technology leaders by engaging them in excil-
ing mentor-based programs that bwld science,
engineering and technology skills that inspire
innovation, and that foster well-rounded life ea-
pabilities including self-confidence, communi-
cation and leadership.

(ODEARS

s Coudan
ﬁé“ E’R N

maay "'-:Ih

e )
kT

-
| §

The 2015-2016 Cougar Robotica team from Cardinal Carter Secondary School received a surprise 52,000 donation from Leaminglon Rolary
Club. In front, from laft to right, are: Spencer Rodriguez, Quinn Chambars, Gavin Cameron, Hannah lacobedll, Graig Tavares, Jackson Klassen,
Rotary Club president Wendy Parsons, Rotary New Generations representative Donna LaPointe, Charmaine Gaol, Arial Simpson. In back:

teacher'mentor Brad Chambers, Spencer Prior.

tions, Cougar Robotics must raise about 510,000 cach year.

This vear will be Cardinal Carter Cougar Robotics” thind  To do so, team members participate in fundraising activities
vear in the FIRST Robotics competition that includes over  and outreach to compames and organizations for donations,
10,000 Ontario students and over 300,000 throughout the  mentoring and assistance.

States and many more from It is through the generos-

around the world.

ity and community support

[ order 10 maintain a lo-  like that of Leamington Ko-
cal team and support youth  tary that makes it possible

participation  in

competi-  for Cougar Robotics 1o cov-

(Submitied phoig)

er the costs of parts, tools, competition fees, transportation,
supplics, hardware, software and team uniforms. For more
information on Cardinal Carter Robolics, contaci cougar-
roboticsd923 @amail com
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St.William school was
busy preparing for Advent
and the upcoming Year
of Mercy, which begins
December 8th, 2015. The
Mission Team and our
Parent Council teamed
up with our Parish of
Good Shepherd for a new

project-The Giving Tree.
This year, it was thought
that students of St.Wil-
liam school could help
those less fortunate than
themselves and bring in
presents for children-stu-
dents helping students.
We thought this was the
perfect thing to do. I guess
you could say we did this
in the spirit of Christmas,

What made the project
meaningful was that each
class was assigned a child
either their age, or close to.
their age to purchase gifts
for.

The “gift wish list” of
each child went home in
a letter explaining a proj-
ect. Many students were
amazed that the wish lists
included clothing and py-
jamas, while many said
they never think to put
those items on their own
list, giving a glimpse into
the lives of the poor.

We learned the im-
portance of giving to
those who go without and
showing mercy to others.
When all was said and
done, twenty-four large
bags of gifts over 400
items went out our door
and into the doors of oth-
ers.

We sure hope they en-
joy their gifts and know
that we will be praying for
them. Good job Wildcats!
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SANTA'S HELPERS AND THEIR BUS OF TOYS

Sgt Anﬁrew Moxley, left, and Sgt Matt D’Asti of the wlndsur Pulice anlce are joined h:.-' Amy Ryan from CG Pearsnn Bus Llnes Ltd. uutsu:le 51: James. Cathullc Elementary S:huul aﬂ:ar the bus
was filled with donated toys for Santa’s School Bus for Kids, Friday. pix MELMER/THE WINDSOR STAR
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St J ohn de Brebeuf soccer teams brmg home pennants

'H:e St. Iahﬂ de Brebeuf Lady Eagles won two vnHeybaH trﬂes this pastsmsan Th-zy were
winners at both the KDHS and Cardinal Carter Feeder School tournaments. Pictured
above, team members include (back row, left to right) Sonnie Stomp, Grace Johnson,
Emily Bacon, Kiana Dobson, Emily Leili, Chelsea Brush, (front row) Sara Legg, Melanie
Gosselin, Sierra Algra, Lauren Lafleur and Kayla DiMenna.

'Hte St. Iohn de Brebeuf bnys vnﬂeybaﬂ team won the
Kingsville District High School Feeder School volleyball
tournament this year. Pictured above are members of the
team including (back row, left to right) Kaden Brennan,
Luca Quenneville, Tiago Balteiro, Matt Lafleur, (middle
row) Clayton Stephens, Nicolas Vilardi, Colin Farias,
Chad Stenger, (front row) Steven Debergh, Evyn Lewis,
Colin Lefebvre and Nolan Stephens.

Photos by Steve IAnson
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- Wilianova Provides 43 Families

The St. Thomas of
Villanova Catholic High
School celebrated their
Christmas can drive and 12"
Adopt-a-Family
program at their Advent
Mass this past Tuesday,
December 8.

This year, the students
were able to provide 43 less-

annual

fortunate families with
clothing, gifts and Christmas
dinners.

During the month of
November, the school came
together to collect over 6,200
cans of food to give to the
Essex Area Food Bank, the
Children’s Aid Society, The
Downtown Mission and The
St. Vincent de Paul Society
— Divine Mercy Food Bank

Each class in the school
was given the chance to
‘adopt a family’ in mid-
November. Each family had
specific needs, and wants,
and students were asked to
donate ten dollars to help
create the perfect Christmas
day for these families.

Maggie Ducharme, the
department head of special
education at the school, said
that many students even went

-above-and-beyond the
expected dollar amount. She
said that since she started the
program 12 years ago, the
school has been able to help
more than 550 families.

with Christmias Gifts and Dinners

Students pour into the mass, loaded with gifts for
unfortunate families. It was up to each student to provide
gifts for their “adopted” family, as part of their
commitment to celebrate the true meaning of Christmas.

Tables upon tables were lined up with gifts of all sorts:
wagons, hockey sticks, and the latest in toy trends. The
students participated whole-heartedly in their annual
event, said Maggie Ducharme, the department head of

the special education.

Rachel Rode, a grade 12
student at Villanova Catholic
High School, said that she is
amazed every year at the
generosity she sees at this

- time.

“Students even had an
option to not be a part of the
program, but everyone

helped, and went above and
beyond. They didn’t just get
what the family needed, but
also bought toys and other
gifts,” said Rode.
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