














Catholic board’s summer program invites 

parents to join their children  

Mom Tara Steinhoff, left, and instructor Aimee Bellefleur, right, works with Tara's daughter Lizzie, during literacy 

segment of Summer Learning Program at the Catholic School Board offices Thursday July 10, 2014. (NICK 

BRANCACCIO/The Windsor Star) 
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Forget the kiss-and-ride concept of dropping off your children at school and departing. 

The Windsor-Essex Catholic District School Board is encouraging parents of students in 

its Summer Learning Program to come in and see what’s offered isn’t just for children. 

http://blogs.windsorstar.com/author/winstarwaddell/


The 15-day program, which will run through July 30, has three days set aside for parents 

to participate in the classroom. 

Tara Steinhoff, whose nine-year-old daughter Lizzie attends the program, has already 

observed the goings-on first hand. 

“It’s a different generation and our kids are taught differently than we were,” Steinhoff 

said. “As parents, we don’t always understand because we didn’t learn it that way. 

 

Summer Learning Program student Dominic McKesey, drews some stares while 

participating shared reading activity Thursday July 10, 2014. It was also Crazy Hat Day 

at the camp, located at Catholic School Board office on California Avenue. (NICK 

BRANCACCIO/The Windsor Star) 

“Seeing what happens and why, makes it understandable. It also helps us to be able to 

support their learning at home.” 

Offered for the first time this summer by the board, it’s taken less than a week for 

Steinhoff to see the positive impact of SLP. 

“Lizzie comes home and tells her siblings what she’s done all day,” Steinhoff said. “Last 

summer, we saw she really slipped back. We didn’t want her to have to work all year to 

catch up again.” 

http://wpmedia.blogs.windsorstar.com/2014/07/10-crazyhat.jpg


Aimee Bellefleur, one of four teachers in the program that is funded by the province for 

30 students, said the impact of having parents visit the classroom can’t be 

underestimated. 

“When children see their parents come in, they see how much their parents value 

education,” Bellefleur said. 

“I’ve seen first-hand the impact that has. Children want to please their parents, so they 

strive to do better in the classroom.” 

Bellefleur said observing classes and learning computer and teaching skills for use at 

home has a valuable re-enforcing effect. 

On each of the three designated parents’ days, there’ll be a one-hour exercise specifically 

designed to help equip parents with skills through a planned activity with the children. 

For Lizzie Steinhoff, the benefits are defined in a more simplified way. 

“It’s awesome because my parents will get to see what I do,” Steinhoff said. 

The emphasis that learning doesn’t stop when a child returns home is illustrated by the 

enthusiastic writings of the Grade 4 student at St. John. 

“I like words, seeing if I can spell them,” Lizzie Steinhoff said. “I’m writing two books at 

home.” 

The program also introduces a technological component to learning. Every student is 

given a mini iPad to access the many education applications available. 

“I love that,” said Tara Steinhoff, who plans to tap into the digital expertise of the 

teachers. “It’s something we can also do at home. 

“These kids seem born with Wi-Fi capabilities.” 

The program, which also includes a half-day of physical activity, art/drama and field 

trips, is specifically focused on literacy this year. 



Maggie Dorion, the WECDSB’s summer plan program leader, said the group 

participating was identified by the board’s data and invited to attend. Students in the 

program will be tracked through the school year and their progress reported to the 

Ministry of Education. 

The schools involved are St. John, St. James, St. Angela, Immaculate Conception, Our 

Lady of Perpetual Help and St. Christopher. 

Dorion said the board is eager to expand the program in the future and add a numeracy 

component. She said the program has been a natural fit with the well-established Yellow 

Bus summer program that provides the recreational component each afternoon. 

“We wanted to target Grade 2 and 3 students that needed just that little extra bump,” 

Dorion said. 

“We know we can improve their literacy skills and stop the summer slide back, but we 

can also improve a child’s confidence for going back to school in September. Parents 

also feel more comfortable being able to help their child at home when they have 

learning strategies to use.” 
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