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Anti-drinking and driving messages promoted
through “Message on a Bottle” campaign

St. Joseph School participates in program for eighth straight
year

Updated 23 hours ago

RIVER CANARD — Those who make purchases at the Amherstburg LCBO store will get an anti-drinking and
driving message thanks to St. Joseph School students.

Hundreds of LCBO bags were decorated and featured many slogans written by students asking people not to
drink and drive. It was the eighth straight year St. Joseph School has participated in the campaign and was
brought to the school by Grade 7 teacher Val Pelaccia.

The school held its annual assembly at the conclusion of the campaign last Tuesday afternoon. Several local
dignitaries were on hand to congratulate the students on the campaign and to further the message not to drink
and drive.

"The initiative you have taken at this school is very remarkable," said Mayor Wayne Hurst.

St. Joseph students spoke up and conveyed an important message, he added.

"Rather than do nothing, you saw something needed to be done, something needed to be said and you did that
with 'Message on a Bottle'," said Hurst.

Paul Picard, director of education with the Windsor-Essex Catholic District School Board, praised Pelaccia for
bringing the program to St. Joseph School.

"This has been a love of his for a long, long time," said Picard. "The community has benefited tremendously."
Brian Parker, regional manager with LCBO, said the bags are enjoyed by the customers and that many ask for
them this time of year. He said he lost a niece in an impaired driving accident 15 years ago and said the
messages the students put out are vital.

"We appreciate your efforts very much," he told the students. "You do make a difference with the bags you
make. If you save one life, you save a lot."

Essex MPP Taras Natyshak said he was pleased that Pelaccia asked him to be part of this year's assembly.
"What a wonderful event," said Natyshak. "What a powerful message you are sending in this campaign.”

Natyshak also told the students they were teachers that day, as they were teaching people to safe around the
holidays.

"People listen to kids. You are the voice of our future. You have a really wholesome message," he added. "It's a
wonderful, powerful message."

Essex MP Jeff Watson told the students that he lost a friend several years ago when his friend was hit by an
impaired driver. He said while the legal penalties are stiff, the greatest cost of impaired driving is human life.

"You may be young but each and every one of you are leaders in your communities at this very moment," said
Watson. "Each and every one of you are to be thanked for delivering this message."

Sgt. Mike Cox was also on hand and he demonstrated what happens when police stop a suspected impaired

driver. He conducted a mock RIDE program with co-op student Dean Vandermuren and told students what
happens if a person is arrested. In addition, Cox told the students about the penalties for an impaired driving
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conviction, including loss of license, having the vehicle towed, and having a criminal record that could impact
future employment opportunities and the ability to cross the border into the United States or other countries.
"It affects a lot of things in your life, some of the things we take for granted," said Cox.

Copyright © 2011 Amherstburg Echo
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Villanova presents “An Evening of Music”

Music concert performed at area Catholic secondary school

Posted 7 hours ago

LASALLE —A crowd gathered at St. Thomas of Villanova Catholic Secondary School Dec. 14 to join the concert
band and the choir for "An Evening of Music."

The choir opened with a powerful rendition of "O Canada" to kick off the night's performances. The night
continued on with "Rockers 3" performed by the Villanova concert band.

Kristina Miclat, one of the students featured in the piece, has been in the band for three years. She plays the
saxophone and sings in the choir. Maddy Walker performed a solo, "Midnight,” by Allison Crowe. The senior has
been involved in the band for two years and said that she has loved the experience so far.

The choir, featuring Jillian Blanchette and Emilio Quaggiotto on violin, performed an excellent rendition of "The
First Noel." Following the piece, Sierra Santoro performed a drum solo to "Won't Get Fooled Again" by The Who
and received a standing ovation from members of the audience.

Nicole Topliffe and Felicia Heron gave a sneak peak of Villanova's upcoming play "Grease," which opens in
February. They performed "Raining on Prom Night." Nicole has been playing flute in the concert band for four
years, and has sung in choir for two. She said that she loves playing and calls it her "escape.”

The closing piece performed by the band was "Pirates of the Caribbean." Ann Marie Brunet, the music director,
said it was her favorite piece and as expected it was a crowd pleaser.
The Villanova music department's next recital is in May.

Copyright © 2011 Amherstburg Echo
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Craig McBride’s Grade 12 religion class at St Thomas of Villanova Secondary School spearheaded a
school-wide can drive for various local charities. The drive collected 6,192 items.

Thursday, November 17,2011 « Amherstburg Echo

Ron Giofu

~ The Amherstburg Echo

LASALLE — It was St. Thomas of
Villanova Secondary School’s turn to
step up to the plate and help those less
fortunate.

A can drive organized by teacher
Craig McBride and his Grade 12 religion
class was held over a one-week period
and concluded last week with 6,192
cans and non-perishable food items
collected.

There are 32 students in all who
helped spearhead the can drive this
year and McBride pointed out the class
is studying social justice.

McBride said it was the first year he
had organized the can drive, with other
teachers within the school having done

'anlwova collects almost SR8 cans and non- perlshable items

it dunng previous years. This year’s total
is actually down somewhat from past
years with economic conditions being
pinned as the cause.

The can drive is “a great lead-in" to
the holiday.season, said McBride, as
it presents an alternative to the
consumerism that often accompanies
Christmas.

“It’s a nice way to approach the
holidays,” said McBride.

Proceeds from this year’s can drive
went to several charitable organiza-
tions, predominantly the Essex County
Food Bank and the St. Vincent de Paul
Society. Food items also will be kept
internally at Villanova for needy
students at that school as well as
for students in need at St. Michael’s
Alternative High School.



Myles was taken to a Lond
‘hospital, where after six days
' life ort:




Lady Saints dream season

Submitted by: _
Jocelyn Guilbeault

With the overwhelming
support  from  parents,
teachers and  students,
OFSAA 2011 was bigger
and better than ever thought
possible. The Lady Saints
took on Toronto Northern on
November 24, and knocked
off the seventh seed. Their
momentum carried on to
their next opponent: Notre
Dame, ranked tenth in the
province as they fought their
way to a victory. The girls
moved on to the quarter
finals, against a tough
opponent, Mother Teresa,
the second place team in
Ontario. _

The bleachers were filled
with students, teachers,
parents and faculty sporting
the blue and gold colors,
and the lancer mascot
encouraging louder

cheering. The players stood
in awe and admiration of
such an incredible amount
of support behind them, the
roar of the crowd filling their
bodies with adrenaline and
inspiration. The Lady Saints
dominated play throughout
the game with incredible

-shooting by Meighen Boyd,

but with some missed
opportunities and slips on
defense, the saints. were
down by three in the fourth
quarter. With under a minute
to go, the girl’s needed a
three pointer to send the
game to overtime. With
extraordinary efforts made
by Amber Bechard to keep
possession, the saints had
enough time to run one
last play. With 3.6 seconds
on the clock, the ball fired
around from player to
player, Tiffany Trembley
was left with an open three

shot. Those seconds seemed
to last an eternity as the ball
hit the inside rim and popped
out as the buzzer sounded to

. end the game.

Although the overall
outcome of play in
the tournament = was
unfavourable, as Saints
we try to focus on what
lessons we've learned,
the friendships made, and
the strength of character
discovered on our journey
to the provincial quarter
finals. To say that this
experience was any less than
a dream come true would
be a severe understatement.
This tournament proved
to everyone the family
bonds we have within our
school, the support from our
community and especially
the dedication of our athletes
for their quest to greatness.
We all reach a time in our
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the way to the quarter-finals.

lives where we grow and
move on, and our past must
simply become memories.
And as I say this, I am
speaking for all of the Grade
12 members of the 2011 Ste.
Anne senior girl’s basketball
team, what I will most
remember from this season

is not the games won or lost,
the bruises or scratches or
tournament play. What we
will remember the most
are the girls who became
our family during the past
three months, the hardships

:and fun times we endured

together, the love and

St. Anne’s Saints hosted te OFSAA Girls AAAA Basketball championships, making it all

Photo submitted

dedication of our parents,
coaches and teachers. We
will only have one senior
high school basketball
season, but we will always
have our memories to
remind us of the times we
shared together.
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St Pete School students mull over their choices f
drinks and snacks in between a variety of activities that
were co-ordinated by Ecole secondaire I'Essor students.

Photos by Bill England

St. Pius X School students raise their 'torchs’ in tribute to e medal bearers during te

opening ceremony outside Tecumseh Arena. —
T SHRELINE  Jee Y



- St. William chips

Over the past few weeks, the students of St. William
Catholic Elementary have been very generous in
bringing in their coats and snow pants that they have
outgrown. This mission was spear-headed by grade
eight student Monique Renaud and her mother, Julie
Renaud, who is a member of the school's Catholic
School Council. They set a goal of collecting 200 coats
to donate to the Coats 4 Kids program, but the St.
William community cleaned out their closets and
donated 484 coats and snow pants! The Catholic
School Council donated a pizza party to the class who
brought in the most coats as an incentive.

Congratulations go to Mrs.-McDonald's Grade Four
class who brought in a total of 66 coats and wins the

in for Coats 4 Kids

delicious pizza party! Second place goes to Mrs.
Breault's Grade Eight class who brought in 50 coats.
Thank you to all who supported this important mis-
sion, the St. William's community will help make the
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winter months easier for
many of our region's
children. Way to go
Wildcats!

Our next community
mission has already start-
ed. St. William's is col-
lecting food items for our
annual Food Drive to
support the local food
bank. Donations of pasta
sauce, Manwich, tea, cof-
fee, sugar, bar soap, cereal
and school snacks such as
puddings, granola bars
and cheese and crackers
are in high need. Please
send these items, and any
canned goods, in with
your child to the school
until Dec. 2. After this

date, please consider
donating directly to the
food bank or at your local
parish.

On Wednesday, Nov.
30, each classroom pre-
sented their Advent

wreaths to be blessed.
This past weekend
marked the beginning of
the liturgical season of
Advent, and all students

Brielle L., Kyla S., and Monique R.l are
Photo courtesy of Julie Renaud.

will be focusing on
becoming a reflection of
the light of Christ.
Through prayers, discus-
sions, art activities and

pictured with the coats collected at St. William School.

K.Wsﬁﬂwﬂé News
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reflections, students will
focus on the qualities of
Jesus that they are seek-
ing in their own lives.
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Over the past two weeks, the students and families
of St. William Catholic School have shown true com-
passion by bringing in over 1,100 food items to sup-
port the local food banks.

Students brought in pasta sauce, cereals, snacks,
soups, and many other items to help stock the
shelves at both the Essex and Lakeshore Food Banks.

St. William School will also be teaming with the
local Goodfellows to sponsor 13 families for
Christmas. Gifts of new clothes, toys (unwrapped
please), and gift cards are appreciated.

The campaign ends Monday, Dec. 12! Thank you
to all who help support our students in reaching out
to touch the hearts of others.

Trees

St. William School has proudly planted 31 beauti-
ful trees in our back field. -

Grades 5 and 8 students worked together to beauti-
fy our school and help the environment. Special
thanks to ERCA for their support.

In future years, the trees will add much needed
shade for students during warm weather.

Volleyball
St. William is proud to have both boys’ and girls’
senior and junior volleyball teams this season.
All teams have been practicing hard and have
begun to play games and participate in tournaments.

Nolan M., Keely R., and Grace L., who collected cans from the classrooms of St. William every day. Good luck Wildcats!
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St. William Kids’ Praise Club

- By Jennifer Breauit
Special fo Shoreline Week

The 8t. William
Catholic School’s Kids’
Praise Club has been
busy spreading holiday
joy.

Under the direction of

Mrs. Jan Innocente, the
choir has been visiting
retirement homes in the
area, singing different
Christmas carols,
- On Wednesday, the
Kids’ Praise Club -
made up mostly of pri-
mary students ~ headed
to Heron Terrace to
bring their songs of
merriment to the resi-
dents there and spread a
little holiday cheer.

Last Thursday, they ,
headed to Brouillette
Manor to bring a little
Christmas spirit to our
area’s seniors.

They sang songs and
participated in crafts
with their parents and
the residents.

The school is a buzz
with preparations for

spreads holiday joy

Shoreline Week photo; Courlesy Jan Innocente

Pictured with a Brouillette Manor resident are Praise Ciub members {front row) Emma C.,
Marissa P, and Ayden S, (back row) Sarah D., Victoria S., and Lauren M.

the Christmas Carnival
on Tuesday, Dec. 20,
hosted by the Grade 8§
students.

The Grade 1 students
wore their pajamas to
school, snuggled down
with some hot chocolate
and participated in an
enjoyable media activity,

and the Grade 4 students
in Mrs. Caniff’s room are
busy preparing for their
class play about the story
of Jesus’ birth.

Decorated
The school is fully dec-
orated with beautiful
crafts that the students

have made, and everyone
is very excited for the
Christmas Break to
begin!

Students have been
listening to stories, doing
art activities, and having
Deacon Roy visit the
classrooms to say the
Rosary.



In recent weeks, St. Gregory Catholic
School students in JK Novelleto, JK/SK

Bortolotto, Grade 1 Metler, Grade 2/3
Parent, and Grade 6 Hage/6 Smith classes

have been collecting new, unwrapped toys
and socks for children of all ages.

On Monday, they brought their items in to.

present to a representative from the Divine

Mercy Special Works Conference.

The gifts will be distributed to those in
need. What a beautiful way to keep children
warm and bring smiles to their faces!

‘Food 4 Food’ Bake Sale
Mr. Garneau’s Grade 4 class and Mrs.
Samrah’s Grade 3/4 class held their ‘Food 4

" Shoreline Week photo: Bill Englan
Grade 3 student Joshua Bourgeois places a Hot Wheels starter set box on the table pnor to Monday’s assembly at St. Gregory Catholic School.

St. Gregory students collect glfts for children in need

Food’ Bake Sale. :

Students used their own money to bake
treats, while students from other classes were
invited to bring in canned goods tc
exchange for the tasty baked goods.

All of the canned goods and cash were¢
donated to the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul.
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Saints think pink

By Matthew Luppino
Special to Lakeshore News

K3 (SLakeshore News

The Ste. Anne community takes bullying very seri-

ously. As most of us are aware, in September 2007, a
grade nine boy wore a pink polo shirt on his first day
of high school and was cruelly harassed.
Two grade 12 students decided to take action and
gathered their friends. They went out and bought 50
pink shirts and wore them the next day to support the
Grade 9 student.

Thus, the tradition of “pink shirt day” spread
around Canada as a campaign against bullying.

This year at Ste. Anne, “Pink Day” occurred during
Anti-Bullying Week. Hundreds of students showed up
to school wearing a pink shirt, some guys even bor-
rowing their sister’s shirt to support the cause. Some
students even came dressed in full pink to show how
much they care. All the students showed their interest
in maintaining the tradition and ultimately trying to
stop bullying from happening. During Anti-Bullying
Week, students were asked to do something nice for
one person throughout the duration of the week.

: il 2 i [' ; « “
St. Anne students dressed in pink for last week’s anti-bullying campaign

Lady Saints make Coming events
their OFSAA mark at St. Anne

Thursday, December 1st
By Jocelyn Guilbeault -Girls Hockey Home Game against Villanova @ 3:00 PM
Special to Lakeshore News

Tuesday, December 6th
-Senior Boys Basketball Game against Brennan @ 7:00 PM
-Junior Boys Basketball Game against Brennan @ 5:30 PM
-Senior Girls Volleyball Home Game against St. Joseph’s @ 5:20 PM
-Junior Girls Volleyball Home Game against St. Joseph’s @ 4:00 PM

The big enchilada, the Holy Grail or the big
dance, OFSAA is the most wanted and sought
after championships for any high school athlete
in Ontario. &

Within this elite group, very few have ever %
been given the chance to participate in this §
provincial tournament on home court. Our
AAAA senior girl’s basketball team at Ste. Anne
High School was fortunate enough to be given |
such an incredible opportunity. With the over-
whelming support from parents, teachers and ¥
students, OFSAA 2011 in the City of Roses was |j!
bigger and better than ever thought possible.

Our lady Saints took on Toronto Northern on
Nov. 24, and the girl’s phenomenal defense and
aggressive play made them unstoppable as they
knocked off the seventh seed. Their momentum
carried on to their next opponent: Notre Dame,
ranked tenth in the province as they fought §
their way to a 24 point lead in the first half. The
Saints finished on top, instilling a little fear in
the higher ranked teams. With this victory, the
girls moved on to the quarter-finals, giving
them a chance to medal in the tournament.

They faced off against a tough opponent,

Thursday, December 8
-Senior Girls Volleyball Game against Sandwich @ 4:00 PM
-Junior Girls Volleyball Game against Sandwich @ 5:20 PM
-Boys Hockey Game against Villanova @ 3:30 PM

Monday, December 12
-Girls Hockey Game against Holy Names @ 3:00 PM
-Boys Hockey Game against Brennan @ 3:30 PM

Tuesday, December 13
-Senior Boys Basketball Home Game against Holy Names @ 7:00 PM
-Junior Boys Basketball Home Game against Holy Names @ 5:30 PM
-Senior Girls Volleyball Game against Holy Names @ 5:20 PM
-Junior Girls Volleyball Game against Holy Names @ 4:00 PM

Wednesday, December 14th
-Boys Hockey Game against Sandwich @ 3:00 PM

Mother Teresa, the second place team in ‘% o bt . VISth
Ontario. Their ranking was no match to the ‘. - i ursday, December
R : w‘% . .
electricity and passion that coursed through the 1p0'ct Anne Saints in OFSAA basketball action. -Sen%or Boys Basketball Game against Massey @ 5:30 PM
gym on Friday morning. -Junior Boys Basketball Game against Massey @ 4:00 PM

The bleachers were filled from top to bottom three in the fourth quarter. -Senior Girls Volleyball Home Game against Massey @ 4:00 PM

 with students, teachers, parents and faculty

sporting our sacred blue and gold colors, the
lancer’s mascot encouraging louder cheering.
The players stood in awe and admiration of
such an incredible amount of support behind
them, the roar of the crowd filling their bodies

‘with adrenaline and inspiration.

The lady Saints dominated ‘play throughout
the game with incredible shooting by Meighen
Boyd, but with some missed opportunities and
slips on defense, your Saints were down by

With under a minute to go, the girl’s needed a
three pointer to send the game to overtime.
With extraordinary efforts made by Amber
Bechard to keep possession, your Saints had
enough time to run one last play. With 3.6 sec-
onds on the clock, the ball fired around from

player to player, Tiffany Trembley was left with |

an open three shot. Those seconds seemed to
last an eternity as the ball hit the inside rim and
popped out as the buzzer sounded to end the
game.

-Junior Girls Volleyball Home Game against Massey @ 5:20 PM

Tuesday, December 20, 2011
-Senior Boys Basketball Home Game against Essex @ 7:00 PM
-Junior Boys Basketball Home Game against Essex @ 5:30 PM
- -Senior Girls Volleyball Game against Essex @ 5:20 PM
-Junior Girls Volleyball Game against Essex @ 4:00 PM

Thursday, December 22nd, 2011
-Boys Hockey Game against Belle River @ 2:30 PM



-By Emilee Lefaive -
Spec:a! o Lakeshare News

The handlebars, the duster, the French style, the reg- ,
“ular; the roller coaster, ‘and more are the types.of
- moustaches that were seen throughout the month of :
' 'November
i Many teachers and students at Ste Anne ngh'
_ School partzczpated in thls awareness of prostate can— o
- cers even the women wore'a ‘token stache’l :

" Mr. Richardson, Mr. Burke, Mr. Fuerth, and many'3 -
* more showed their support by not shavmg thetr upper.- o
lipsat all during November. . -
" And not to be the ones to only watch our lady'.
_-teachers were supportive as well by drawing on mous-
 taches with markers and eyeliner!. This includes Mrs.-
- Amyot, ‘Mrs. Roy, Miss Cassidy, Mrs. Meioche, st{ :
"Herdman, Mrs. V1etch and lots more..... .- '
~“Movember was a very great and mterestmg month
AH kinds. of_;people grew staches, even people who
could not grow the _d 4dth all for.one. reason:

VIt was a great thmg to be 1
to walk down the halls of school or walk around in the
town and see other people romng them too ... (it)
made me feel awesome‘” '

Pictured, from: eft,_ M Spadafora Mr. Couvion, Mr arant, Mr. Idone, !
Prostate cancer awareness ‘--wear'the;r Movembe staches and T-shirts: durmg a dress down da

_Were IiOt unmune 7

will pay for_ "
‘ newbleache

;wﬂi___e'gomg 0 _a ds‘“' e
‘asw asgtrls’basketball;




Frida&, December 16, 2011 -

this h'orr ble cycie and show h;gh Wo :
:school students the true person that

progressed was apparent eve : Grade 11s to paru : nge
ers, at th start of the day most stu -Day because T felt more aware of the’
y that surrounds me everyday, and

The first step of th day w |
: everyone in: small groups called “fami-
the students travelled with

By Matthew Lui]pmg ‘students, and relatwes
Spec.'aj to Shorehne Week .. . came 10 support L
' Mausic'and the haunt'

Major;

My, NehmetaHah’
_.Specmhst High Skills
Informatlon"_:_'_
~Communications

-Technology class hosted *
. pulled pork mght to-

ing aroma of the fresh thelrlp

‘pulled pork ﬁiied the oid  wa
hbrary

"Many students part1c1—'._'_

_ pated serving the people . h
and or anizing the buffet

were made,

i mcludmg a ' nigl
: Taco salad a Caesa: salad_-'j: <tri]

g For: mor.e mfoi:matmn,
chool at 519 727 8908

'Pie.ase. Call hel_':- .







= Grade 2 students
* atSt.Peterlearn
about their heritage

- Students in Mrs. Drouillard’s Grade 2 class
at St. Peter Catholic School have been
leamning about family heritage.
- Each student brought in items:
- from their ancestors’ country.
Pictured, from left, are Anthony Grammatico
(Bethlenem), Elijah Dimasuay (Philippines),
: -Vanessa Chimienti (ftaly), :
-and Samantha Haddad (Jordan).
: Shoreline Week photo: Alisha Brooks:
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/ } By Justine Bruyere
Special to Shoreling Week

The St. William
Wildcats junior girls’

Picture, from left are, (front) Isabelie K. and Madison W.;

volleyball team had a
great time volleying, set-
' ting, spiking, and serving
as they enjoyed a suc-
cessful winning season.

(middle row) Coach Justine Bruyere, Baylee M., Sylvia P,
Grace L., Jacquelyn S., Skylar F, Kendra P, Katrina K.,
Amy B.; (back row) Coach Joe Bachetti, Carli M.,
Alyssa B., Nicole G., Jenessa R., isabelle T., Emily G, and
Coach Jon Macri. Absent from the photo are Isabelle H.

and Sierra M.

Snereline Week photo: Gourtesy Claudia Palewski

Junior Wildcats enjoy successful season!

The girls started prac-
ticing in November dur-

ing the lunch hour and

hosted a mini-tourna-
ment on December 8 and
captured first place.

The girls entered
another tournament,
hosted by South County
Volleyball Club on
December 16 at Ecole
secondaire E.J. Lajeunesse
and finished the round
robin with a 4-1 record.

In the championship
game, they lost to a very
strong team from
Marantha ~ Christian
Academy, but still fin-
ished in second place.

Thank you to all the
girls for your hard work —
looking forward to next
year!
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Raffoul rocks St. Gregory!

: Shoreline Week photo: Courtesy ﬁfphénie Hége
Local singer/songwriter Jody Raffoul (pictured above with Catherine Moscone) played a concert for the Grade 7 and 8 students at St. Gregory Catholic School recently.



St. William supports Goo

Every child deserves a
present at Christmas.

Over the past five
years, St. William
Catholic School stu-
dents have supported
the Goodfellows’ ‘Spirit
of Giving program.

Each year, the school

helps 13 families-have a-

wonderful Christmas.
This year, the students
collected over $3,400 in
gift cards and over 250
gifts.

“It is important for
the children to see how
fortunate they are, and
to participate in the
shopping, sorting, and
wrapping of gifts pur-
chased for the families,”
says Catholic School
Council chairperson
Renay Grant.

“The students enjoy
helping others; they say

it makes their Christmas
better knowing they
helped other kids receive
gifts? :

Mrs. Grant started the
program five years ago to
help students understand
that it's important to help
others enjoy the holiday.

The Catholic School

Council would like to
thank all of the students
and their families for
their generosity this year,
and over the past few
years.

The staff and students
of St. William would like
to wish everyone a very
blessed Merry Christmas.

dfellows

SHORELINE
DEC 23/

£SC members, parent
volunteers, and students
sorted and wrapped gifts
before delivering them
10 the Goodfeliows for
distribution to the families.
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T Marg Girard photo
Zachary Gristofarc eft) tesis the tens machine he used during his co-op placement
at Amherstburg Physical Therapy on Alexandra Pepin. A tens machine sends electrical
impulses to the muscles, giving them a massage and improving blood flow. Pepin was
one of 725 St. Thomas of Villanova students to attend the co-operative education job
fair at Villanova on Dec. 13. -

Marc Girard
Special/The Echo

Students at St. Thomas of Vil-
lanova had the chance earlier
this month to get a glimpse into
the co-operative education
program.

On Dec. 13, the school held its
annual co-op job fair, which
allowed Grade 9 and 10 students
to get a look at what the program
offers and what sort of work-
places take in co-op students.

The 30 students that took part
in the co-op class had board dis-
plays, equipment and photos of

Thursday, December 29, 2011 - Ambherstburg Echo 5

Students display workplaces

what they did at their
placements.

Some of the jobs on display
included a physiotherapist,
teachers, child youth workers,
roofers, veterinary technicians,
graphic designers and even a fire
fighter.

The job fair ran from 9 a.m. to
2 p.n. and had the students and
teachers attending rating the dis-
plays on the information given
and the overall appearance of
their display. Students had jobs
anywhere from Amherstburg
and LaSalle to Windsor and
Tecumseh.

“Most of the kids, when [ inter-
view them at the start of the
class, are looking to get experi-
ence in the field they're inter-
ested in,” said Doug Byrne, who
teaches the co-op class at
Villanova. -

“Some like their placements,
some don't and it'’s a good tool
for them to test it out. Some of
them go 10 college and univer-
sity and this allows them to see if
that is the path they want to go
down”

A total of 725 students attend
the fair, which was held in the
main foyer of the school.
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| Raffoulz-- concert _
Musician Jody . Raffoul paid a speci :
0 play for the school's Grade 7. classes Baﬁoul played few_of i
qaestmns from the siudents
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wrecewes the cake from'Wal Mart staﬂ‘ memhérs Lynn Aiteva arid Rose Kascjak.
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Anti-buliying advocate Mike Neuts speaks at St, Thomas of Villanova Catholic School
on Nov, 25. Neuts’ son Myles died as 2 result of bullying and Neuts has since gone on
to tour schools, speaking about the il effects of bullying,

Neuts makes impact at Villanova

-Marc Girard
Special/The Fcho

For Mike Neuts, heading to 5t. Tho-
mas of Villanova Catholic Secondary
Schaol was just another stop on his tour
of schools, leaving behind another
group of impacted students.

Neuts is an anti-bullying advocate,
who goes around to schools giving pas-
sionate speeches about how wrong it is
to bully.

Neuts was just like any other man
before Feb. 12, 1998. That day, his life
would change forever.

While at work, Neuts received a call
from his son’s school in Chatham. The
call from the school told him his son,
Myles, was choking. Neuts rushed to
the school to find out that his son has
been found unconscious under suspi-
cious circumstances in the school
washroom. He had been hung from a
coat hook in one of the stalls.

He died six days later in a London
hospital. It was ruled his son had been
the victim of a bullying attack.

Since this horific incident, Neuts has
been travelling from schoeol to school,
talking about the horrible pain that bul-
lying has infticted upon his family, from
their bedside visits while Myles was still
in the hospital to their interaction with
the police. To this day, Neuts and his
family still don’t know for sure who did
this to their son.

For the crowd at Villanova, composed
of students and teachers the assembly

hit home, with Neuts passionate words .

and pleas to the crowd having a visible
impact. At the end, Neuts left himself

open to chats with students who wished
to remain behind. Some students came
up to Neuts with tears in their eyes and
he offered nothing short of comforting
words for them.

“For me, there’s nothing more
rewarding than to see a young person
smile,” said Neuts. “Also, there’s nothing
saddening to me than to see them
frown. I understand what I talk about
while produce the latter but if in the end
it creates more smiles, I am the happi-
estperson out there”

Myles would have been coming up
on his 25 birthday in December. Neuts
admitted it is difficult to speak about his
son sometimes but to hear about situa-
tions similar to his son less frequently
fuels his passion and stiffens his
resolve,

“If I dwelled on the negatives, would
people what me to talk at their schools?
No,” said Neuts. “I try to speak about the
positives and not talk of tragedy. [ think
itworks to massage people’s hearts and
this helps get rry message out there”

With the message being hit so deep,
staff and students alike were pleased
with the message Neuts delivers to stu-
dents throughout the province.

“Tthink the students need to see bul-
lying has a real life impact,” said Vil-
lantova principal Pat Hickson. “When
they sat here and listened to this, it
wasn’t something they could walk away
from.

“If ths changes one person’s mind,
the job has been done because it multi-
plies. we take one buily out of the mix,
it takes a whole host of people out of the
equation.”



Anti-drinking and driving
messages promoted through
‘Message on a Bottle’ campaign

Ron Giofu
The Amhersthurg Echo

RIVER CANARD — Those
who make purchases at the
Ambherstburg LCBO store will
get an anti-drinking and driv-
ing message thanks to St
Joseph School students.

Hundreds of LCBO bags
were decorated and featured

many slogans written by stu-~

“dents asking people not to
drink and drive. It was the
eighth straight year St. Joseph
School has participated in
the campaign and was
brought to the school by
Grade 7 teacher Val Pelaccia.

The school held its annual assembly at the conclu-
sion of the campaign Jast Tuesday afternoon. Several
iocal dignitaries were on hand to congratulate the
students on the campaign and to further the mes-

" sage notto drink and drive.

“The initiative you have taken at this school is very
remarkable,” said Mayor Wayne Hurst. ’

St. Joseph students spoke up and conveyed an’
important message, he added.

“Rather than do nothing, you saw something
needed to be done, something needed to be said and
you did that with ‘Message on a Bottle," said Hurst.

Paul Picard, director of education with the Wind-
sor-Essex Catholic District $chool Board, praised
Pelaccia for bnngmg the program to'St. Joseph
Schoal.

Ron Giofu The Amhersthurg £cho

Sgt. Mike Cox and co-op student Déan
Vandermuren perform a mock RIDE program at
S1. Joseph School on Dec. 20. it was part of the
school’s eighth annual “Message on a Bottle”
campaign that saw shidents decorate LCBO bags
with anti-drinking and driving messages.

Ron Glofu The Amhersthurg E:

St. Joseph Schoot students show the hundreds

of LCBO bags they decorated during the school's
gighth annuat “Message on a Boitle” campaign on
Dec. 20. The bags will be distributed at the LCBO's
Amherstburg location.

“This has been a love of hisfora iong, long time,”
said Picard.

“The community has benefited tremendously.’

Brian Parker, regional manager with LCBO, said
the bags are enjoyed by the customers and that many
ask for them this time of year. He said he lost a niece
in an impaired driving accident 15 years ago and said

-the messages the students put out are vital.

“We appreciate your efforts very much,” he told
the-students. “You do make a difference with the
bags you make. If you save one life, you save alot”

Essex MPP Taras Natyshak said he was pleased
that Pelaccia asked him to be part of this year's

. assembly.

“What a wonderful event;” said Natyshak. “Whata

- powerful message you are sending in this
- caropaign.

Natyshak also rold the students they were teachers
that day, as they were teaching people to safe around
the holidays.

“Peaple listen to kids. You are the voice of our
future. You have a really wholesome message,” he
added. “It's a wonderful, powerful message.”

Essex MP Jeff Watson told the students that he lost
a friend several years ago when his friend was hit by

‘an impaired driver. He said while the legal penalties

are stiff, the greatest cost of irnpaired driving is
human life.

“You mmay be young but each and every one of you
are leaders in your communities at this very
moment,’ said Watson. “Each and every one of you
are to be thanked for delivering this message.’

Sgt. Mike Cox was also on hand and he demon-
strated what happens when police stop a suspected
impaired driver. He conducted a mock RIDE pro- -
gram with co-op student Dean Vandermuren and

> told students what happens if a person is arrested. In

addition, Cozx told the students about the penalties
for an impaired driving conviction, inchuding loss of
license, having the vehicle towed, and having a crim-
inal record that could impact future employment
oppertunities and the ability to cross the border into
the U.S. or other countries.

“Tt affects a lot of things in your life, some of the
things we take for granted,’ said Cox.
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LEFT: Cory Girard and Siena Mitchell enjoy some hot chocolate,
compliments of the Trdina family, during the ‘St. Pius X Christmas Walk-Through’.

BELOW: St. Pius X students hoid up their shoeboxes, filled with gifts
they collected for the Operation Christmas Child program.

Operation Christmas Child a success!

St. Pius X hosts
family walk-through

By Patrick McNamara

Special to Shoreline Week

St. Pius X Catholic School students
have been enjoying the Christmas sea-
son.

The members of school choir, under
the direction of Mrs. Gilman and Mrs.
Poisson, sang their hearts out in front of
Tecumseh Town Hall on Dec. 2.

All of the students were treated to the
talents of the St. Anne’s Catholic High
School band and a choir a few days
later, when they visited the Pacer Dome
and performed some Christmas holiday
favourites.

The ‘Christmas at St. Pius Walk-
Through, held on Dec. 14, was a great
night for family and friends to gather to
view the Christmas displays, listen to
the school band led by Mrs. D’Agnolo,
the school choir, and enjoy some

Timbits and hot chocolate compliments
of the Trdina family.

Operation Christmas Child was a
huge success. Classrooms loaded shoe-
boxes with gifts less fortunate than us.
In total, 61 boxes full of goodies were
donated.

In the meantime, the school is collect-
ing loonies and toonies for the
Downtown Mission’s Christmas dinner
program.

For $2.97, a complete Christmas din-
ner can be given to a needy family.

Thanks to Mrs. Dufour, Mrs. Pullo
and Mrs. Harris-Reaume for organizing
this mission drive. That’s the Christmas
spirit Pacers!

Volleyball teams
bow out in playoffs

Despite some strong play, the boys’
and girls’ volleyball teams came up
short against some stiff competition in
St. Gabriel and Sacred Heart schools.

The team members would like to
thank their coaches, Mrs. Hunter,
Mrs. Crough, and Mr. Garbula.

A special thanks to our referees as
well, Mr. Murphy and Mr. Crough.

The junior girls’ and boys’ volleyball
teams have been very strong this season.

They are busy until Christmas playing
St. William and Sacred Heart.

The girls had a big tournament at
Ecole secondaire Lajeunesse last Priday.
The boys also had a tournament last
Thursday.

Thanks to Mr. Nadon, Mr. Garbula,
Mrs. Crough, Mrs. Bachetti and Mrs.
Pullo for all of their help this season.
Go Pacers!

A “Teachers vs. Students” volleyball
game was played on Wednesday. It was

a notoriously vengeful match!

Spelling bee final
held this week

The first round of our school’s
spelling bee took place on Monday. The
finals were on Wednesday. Winners will
be announced in the new year!

From all of us at St. Pius X Catholic
School, we’d like to wish everyone a
very peaceful and blessed Christmas
season!
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