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Anti-drinking and driving messages promoted 
through “Message on a Bottle” campaign 

St. Joseph School participates in program for eighth straight 
year 

Updated 23 hours ago 

RIVER CANARD — Those who make purchases at the Amherstburg LCBO store will get an anti-drinking and 
driving message thanks to St. Joseph School students. 

Hundreds of LCBO bags were decorated and featured many slogans written by students asking people not to 
drink and drive. It was the eighth straight year St. Joseph School has participated in the campaign and was 
brought to the school by Grade 7 teacher Val Pelaccia. 

The school held its annual assembly at the conclusion of the campaign last Tuesday afternoon. Several local 
dignitaries were on hand to congratulate the students on the campaign and to further the message not to drink 
and drive. 

"The initiative you have taken at this school is very remarkable," said Mayor Wayne Hurst. 

St. Joseph students spoke up and conveyed an important message, he added. 

"Rather than do nothing, you saw something needed to be done, something needed to be said and you did that 
with 'Message on a Bottle'," said Hurst. 

Paul Picard, director of education with the Windsor-Essex Catholic District School Board, praised Pelaccia for 
bringing the program to St. Joseph School. 

"This has been a love of his for a long, long time," said Picard. "The community has benefited tremendously." 

Brian Parker, regional manager with LCBO, said the bags are enjoyed by the customers and that many ask for 
them this time of year. He said he lost a niece in an impaired driving accident 15 years ago and said the 
messages the students put out are vital. 

"We appreciate your efforts very much," he told the students. "You do make a difference with the bags you 
make. If you save one life, you save a lot." 

Essex MPP Taras Natyshak said he was pleased that Pelaccia asked him to be part of this year's assembly. 

"What a wonderful event," said Natyshak. "What a powerful message you are sending in this campaign." 

Natyshak also told the students they were teachers that day, as they were teaching people to safe around the 
holidays. 

"People listen to kids. You are the voice of our future. You have a really wholesome message," he added. "It's a 
wonderful, powerful message." 

Essex MP Jeff Watson told the students that he lost a friend several years ago when his friend was hit by an 
impaired driver. He said while the legal penalties are stiff, the greatest cost of impaired driving is human life. 

"You may be young but each and every one of you are leaders in your communities at this very moment," said 
Watson. "Each and every one of you are to be thanked for delivering this message." 

Sgt. Mike Cox was also on hand and he demonstrated what happens when police stop a suspected impaired 
driver. He conducted a mock RIDE program with co-op student Dean Vandermuren and told students what 
happens if a person is arrested. In addition, Cox told the students about the penalties for an impaired driving 
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conviction, including loss of license, having the vehicle towed, and having a criminal record that could impact 
future employment opportunities and the ability to cross the border into the United States or other countries. 

"It affects a lot of things in your life, some of the things we take for granted," said Cox. 
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Villanova presents “An Evening of Music” 

Music concert performed at area Catholic secondary school 

Posted 7 hours ago 

LASALLE —A crowd gathered at St. Thomas of Villanova Catholic Secondary School Dec. 14 to join the concert 
band and the choir for "An Evening of Music." 

The choir opened with a powerful rendition of "O Canada" to kick off the night's performances. The night 
continued on with "Rockers 3" performed by the Villanova concert band. 

Kristina Miclat, one of the students featured in the piece, has been in the band for three years. She plays the 
saxophone and sings in the choir. Maddy Walker performed a solo, "Midnight," by Allison Crowe. The senior has 
been involved in the band for two years and said that she has loved the experience so far. 

The choir, featuring Jillian Blanchette and Emilio Quaggiotto on violin, performed an excellent rendition of "The 
First Noel." Following the piece, Sierra Santoro performed a drum solo to "Won't Get Fooled Again" by The Who 
and received a standing ovation from members of the audience. 

Nicole Topliffe and Felicia Heron gave a sneak peak of Villanova's upcoming play "Grease," which opens in 
February. They performed "Raining on Prom Night." Nicole has been playing flute in the concert band for four 
years, and has sung in choir for two. She said that she loves playing and calls it her "escape." 

The closing piece performed by the band was "Pirates of the Caribbean." Ann Marie Brunet, the music director, 
said it was her favorite piece and as expected it was a crowd pleaser. 

The Villanova music department's next recital is in May. 
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