
The Endangered Species Project 
b e g a n a s a n a r t s  a n d 
environmental studies project with 
the in tent ion of creat ing a 
sculptural work for the permanent 
public art collection at the Catholic 
Education Centre in Windsor, 
O n t a r i o . S t u d e n t s  b e g a n 
researching species endangered 
and at risk in the Essex County 
bioregion, and although most 
species selected by the students 
are from the area, a few are from 
other regions of Canada. 
Students journalled and illustrated 
species in their habitats. They 

became very familiar with current 
threats  impacting the environment of their species. They created large format drawings 
and then created a coloured paper cutout image of their species in habitat. This  was 
used as the design plan for their three-dimensional drawing on small wooden habitat 

houses. These forms 
were created by Grade 
1 0 c o n s t r u c t i o n 
technology students at 
Assumption Col lege 
H i g h S c h o o l . T h e 
students used graphite 
and coloured pencil to 
draw on the wooden 
f o r m s . T h i s w a s 
followed by a “Big Draw 
on our Species” in which 

students created a group 
drawing stretching 25 feet illustrating their species in habitat. 

In addition, the students wrote Haiku poetry and gave 
a voice to their species. This is when we considered 
performing an adapted “Council of All Beings” so 
that they could speak for their species, and we 
created masks. Students were invited to perform 
and exhibit their habitats at BookFest 2009, an 
annual National Literary Festival held at the Art 
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G a l l e r y o f 
W i n d s o r . 
They learned 
the song “Sun 
L o o k O u t ”  
w h i c h w e 
were g i ven 
permission to 
use in public 
performance. 
The addition 
of movement to 
the performance made the project complete.
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